
 
 
 
 
 

PANSHANGER AERODROME TO CLOSE FROM SEPTEMBER 
 

 
 
 

Airfield Closing & Why: 
 
Panshanger Airfield located on the outskirts of Welwyn Garden City is due to close. It is now currently 
home to North London Flying School and Out of the Box café bar and has been since 1993.  The 
closure is sadly due to the licence agreement with the landowner, Mariposa Investments Ltd, expiring 
on 21st September 2014.   
 
Therefore, the aerodrome will be officially closing on Saturday 20th September with limited flight 
operations in the final week from 14th September.  The management of the aerodrome are very grateful 
to the landlords, Mariposa Investments Ltd based in Jersey for having the use of the aerodrome for just 
over 20 years.  Within that time, the club has built up a flourishing flight training school with high 
standards and a welcoming environment for other pilots to fly into.  
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History & Location:  
 
Panshanger Aerodrome (ICAO: EGLG) is a well-manicured grass strip aerodrome situated between the 
Luton and Stansted ATZs and just off the A414 on the outskirts of Welwyn Garden City.   From a parcel 
of land acquired for the war effort, through hectic years of military pilot and apprentice training and 
civilian private flying, Panshanger has been part of the local landscape for many years. The aerodrome 
has been operating almost continuously since 1940 and was most notably a decoy aerodrome during 
World War II (then named Holwell Hyde) to divert the Germans from Hatfield.  It later became an RAF 
training base during the 50s.  The airfield was first purchased by Nat Somers in 1953 who ran the 
London Aeroplane Club from the site and this was where he also met his wife, Phyllis Somers who was 
also an skilful pilot.   Panshanger was also home to the Hertfordshire Police Flying Club established in 
1956, where they two Tiger Moths based at Panshanger.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



About North London Flying School 
 
North London Flying School (NLFS) is the trading name for East Herts Flying School Ltd.  The 
organisation was founded in 1993 by Haim Merkado and has always been based at the aerodrome.  
NLFS has grown and developed over the years, building a reputation as an excellent training 
organisation, a hub for general aviation and a real community asset.  
 
Thanks to Mariposa Investments Ltd, it has been able to provide many of its members the opportunity to 
get their private pilot licences, flight experiences to young and old and aerodrome facilities for private 
owners.  It has maintained aircraft to a high standard, established gardens to relax and have coffee in, 
and provided good times at the various events held over the years.   Through arranging young aviator 
and charity days, a number of disadvantaged children have been able to fulfil lifelong dreams of flying in 
an aircraft.    
 
“Fly2help’s air smiles day, hosted by North London Flying School at Panshanger, flew a group of very 
special families who had lost a parent.  Panshanger Aerodrome’s Air Smiles Day demonstrated what 
the local aviation community can achieve together to turn ordinary days into extraordinary adventures 
for those who need it most”.  Felicia Willow, Fly 2 Help 
 

 
 
Achievements 
 
There have been many successes over the years, amongst our members are 93 year old Ted Barrett 
who is the oldest PPL holder in the UK and Will Docherty, the youngest PPL holder at the age of 17.   
 
Rachel Speller was also the youngest female solo pilot at 16 years old.  Many of our students have 
progressed aviation careers with well known airlines such as British Airways to Ryan Air and even some 
Far Eastern airlines. Other achievements have been in a wider context of the General Aviation industry 
through lobbying the CAA, the industry’s regulator to focus on General Aviation. The benefits of the 
work done by members from North London Flying School are being felt by the aviation community 
around the country.  
 
Contrary to many other flying schools and aviation businesses in the country, North London Flying 
School has done remarkably well throughout the recession.  The business has actually managed to 
develop and improve at a time when many others have had to close down. This has had a positive 
impact on the local businesses in the area.  
 
The aerodrome as a site and the flying school as a business are now almost 
synonymous for each other.  North London Flying School is currently 
ranked number one flying school in the UK by 
www.toprankflyingschools.co.uk and has over 15,000 members. The 
membership base is split by associate members who live in the local area and love to make use of the 

http://www.toprankflyingschools.co.ukl/


facilities, visiting aircraft membership (people that fly in) and full membership (people studying, self 
hiring aircraft and private owners).   
 
NLFS has relationships with the University of Hertfordshire, scouts, Haileybury college and the MOD 
with their ELCAS learning credit programme. These all facilitate people to have access to general 
aviation in the community.  
 

 
 
“On both degree courses we offer, our students are required to do at least 20 hours of flying in order to 
graduate, they can choose any flying school they wish to.  The problem with Stapleford is that it is quite 
far away from the University and Hatfield, where majority of our students stay.  Panshanger Aerodrome 
is much closer to us - about 10 min drive”.    Joanna Kasonde, Lecturer in Aerospace Engineering, 
University of Hertfordshire.  
 
The quality of the training and excellent reputation of the school has made it one of the busiest 
aerodromes in the country.   The events that are held regularly have made the aerodrome popular with 
visiting aircraft from other airfields and really has contributed to Panshanger being a hub for General 
Aviation.    The Panshanger Revival Day on 10th August and the Aerobatic day on 14th September will 
be the last events at the aerodrome so if you are a member please come along and enjoy the days.    
 
“Panshanger is superb, it is a league of its own, you lead and others follow”   
 
Quote from recent PPL student survey 
 
The aerodrome has contributed significantly to the local economy, providing 40-50 jobs within its four 
areas of business; Flight Training; Maintenance; Café and Professional Flight Management. Many 

professionals use the aerodrome to draw in 
business to the local area.   The flying school has 
become well integrated with a great number of local 
educational facilities, businesses and enthusiasts.  
These people currently all rely on the flying school 
for either commerce, employment, training or 
entertainment.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Practical Considerations: 
 
If you have a flight experience voucher we suggest you contact the school to book before 14th 
September, if you are unable to fly before that time alternative arrangements will be made.   If you are 
currently studying for your PPL license, our instructors will assist you with continuing your studies.   
 
The management will be on hand to help private owners relocate their aircraft to other airfields as the 
site needs to be vacant by 21st September.  
 
Thanks to Mariposa Investments Ltd 
 
A final remark from Haim Merkado, owner of the North London Flying School; “Without Mariposa 
Investments Ltd (owned by the late Dame Somers), none of this would be have been possible to 
continue the operation of Panshanger aerodrome for so many years so a big thank you goes to them as 
well as all the people that have helped in the creation and preservation of the aerodrome over the years, 
we hope all our members continue to make use of the aerodrome facilities right up until the closure 
date”.  
 
In memory of Nat and Phyllis Somers, we will be making a special tribute to them on our last 
Panshanger Revival Day, which will be held on Sunday 10th August 2014 and we are hoping that 
Geoffrey Somers, their son will attend. 
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For more information, please contact Sue Hart, Marketing Manager on 01707 391791 or email 
sue@northlondonflyingschool.com .   
 
For more information on North London Flying School please go to http://www.northlondonflyingschool.com/ 
Or review their facebook page:  northlondonflyingschool or  northlondonflyingclub for information on the events. 
 
Original images are available on request. 
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